

The Scottish Government
Health Workforce Directorate

Dear Colleague
DL (2020)/14
14 May 2020
NHS SCOTLAND - CORONAVIRUS LIFE ASSURANCE
SCHEME 2020
Addresses
1. I write to inform you that Scottish Ministers have
introduced an NHS Scotland temporary life assurance
scheme. The Scheme Rules and details of the applications
process have now been published on the Scottish Public
Pensions Agency website.
Background
2. Scottish Ministers have established a special temporary
scheme that provides a lump sum and survivors benefits
upon the death in service for relevant persons working for, or
providing services on behalf of, an NHS Scotland Health
Board, Special Health Board, NHS National Services
Scotland (Common Services Agency) and Healthcare
Improvement Scotland who do not otherwise have equivalent
life assurance cover provided through NHS Pension Scheme
membership, where COVID-19 is a documented factor in
their death and where they have been working in clinical
environments where it may reasonably be concluded that
they contracted the disease in the course of performing their
duties.
3. Full details of this scheme, including scheme rules and
application form can be found at the following link:
https://pensions.gov.scot/news/nhs-scotland-coronavirus-lifeassurance-scheme.
4. The scheme has a retrospective commencement date of
17 March 2020. It is envisaged that the scheme will remain
in place for the duration of the period in which NHS Scotland
is placed on an emergency footing; the scheme may be
amended or withdrawn at any time by the Scottish Ministers.

For action
Chairs, NHS Boards and
National Health Boards
Chief Executives, NHS Boards
and National Health Boards
Directors or Human
Resources, NHS Boards and
National Health Boards
For information
Medical Directors
Employee Directors
Enquiries to:
Scottish Government
Health Workforce
Workforce Practice
GR
St. Andrew’s House
Regent Road
Edinburgh
EH1 3DG
E-mail:
SGCoronavirus@gov.scot

Action
5.

I ask you to ensure that this scheme is widely publicised to staff and managers.

Yours sincerely

Dr Stephen Lea-Ross
Deputy Director of Health Workforce
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